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ney; on the contrary he avoided them and practised
really evangelical charity and generosity. When His
Highness' jewels were divided up he wished to
take as his share a magnificent ring in order to give
it to a courtier named Dumont, an old retainer of
his father's; and he sent in the same way a valuable
jewel to Lacroix, Farmer-General of the Grand
Dauphin., who had once lent him money without
demanding interest. A model of all the virtues,
the Duke of Burgundy -was adored by the people.
Touching stories were circulated about him; and
his reign promised an era of happiness. Townsfolk
and peasants welcomed in him a faultless prince
capable of every kindness. So the announcement
on 8th February 1712 of the illness of the Duchess
of Burgundy roused great emotion. Like her
husband she received the tribute of spontaneous
popularity; her subjects hoped to see her on
the throne; for her youth and grace formed a
striking contrast to the austerity of Madame de
Maintenon.

The Marquis of Dangeau noted the rapid deve-
lopment of measles, the danger of which doctors did
not realize. The poor woman's sufferings from 8th
to 12th February were terrible; the fever did not
leave her and she passed from exhausting excitement
to total prostration and complained of violent
headaches. Repeatedly opium and tobacco were
administered; frequent bleedings from the foot
relieved her momentarily but left her -weaker,
Everyone enquired with anguish for news of the
Dauphine; the most mysterious rumours spread;